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OWN on the Mexican border, in a
D climate of great heat and discom-
fort, there has been concentrited
Mo 1o,

000 of this force are civilian soldiers now

an army of 140,000 men than

experiencing anl
tions Tor the first time

When the eall

tryving unusual condi

‘atme to mohilize the

young men of the big citics and the quiet
country towns dropped their work and
their sport, turned their baecks on home

comforts and entrained for
IFrom there, guickly

they

their camps,
whippea into shape,

woere burricd to the harder

The pulses of the erowds stirred as the

Seerelary in ¢
A, at

Fuacls culled from a recent letter from
Mr .Lee indicate how the work is being
done in the Virginia Camp by the Y. M.
C. A.:

Five hundred men have signed up for
Bibie study,

We have a personal workers' band in
each company of the Second Regiment,
and in three companies of the First,

ge of Vieginia Y. M. O,
Brownsville,

There have been eight hundred for-
ward step and Christiann  lite decisiona
up to date,

The night school has over 35 enroll-

ment, with =six teachers,

Attendance on religious and education-
al meetings ave from 800 to 1,000, in-
cluding 100 to 200 who frequently stand
on the outside looking in and hearing,

More toan thirty men have been won
to the Christian lifte by the secretary in
personal work,
troops marched

from their armories to

the trains that took them away. The sol-
diers felt the thrill and pride of their eall-
ing.

Hard Fighting Without War.

Now, far away from home and Iriends,
these volunteers in the nation's ea
putting in twenty-fonr hours a
the dull routine of camp life.

Seare

day of

Fortunately, so far there has been no
war between men, bt soldiers are
fighting the heat and dust and mud, drill-
ing and working in camp or scattered
along the Mexican border miles from the
railroad-

ounr

a thin khaki line doing lonely
outpost duty in the mesquite, cactus and
sand, alternated with long hours of noth-
ing to do.

The government has provided amply of
good stout clothing, substantial soldierly
food and good camp equipment. For the
rest, these sons and brothers and friends
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Y.M.C.A.-Work Among the Soldiers

of peaple at home are thrown on their

oWl resources,
Iesponse of the Avmy Y, M, €, A,
When the call for the troops went ont

the Army Y. M. C. A, knowing it was
needed, promptly responded and assem-
beld its forees and facilities.: In o few
weeks it erected, oquipped and manned
brauel association  buildings in

every
in
Mexican border line, from Brownsville on
the Gulf to San Dicgo on the Pacifie,
These buililings are lire
nres

camp along the Grande and on the

frame atruet-
Thaer shanliest
the hot

amd coonles

places In
bt
Thev are
veritable elub honszes for the soldiers. Kv-

Clmps night the

lighted and the most cheorfinl

e} at

ery day and evening men visit the build-
ings by thousands.

Here are provided reading and writing
rooms, with good books, plenty of me
zines, writing paper and games.
in each building reads:

i~

A sign
“Write Home,™
and thousands of the soldier boys do it.
At one building 6,000 sheets of writing
paper were given out in one day.

Forty

tons of magazines

reading matter were sent

other
to the associa-
tion buildings on the border between July
1st and September 1st, and there were
many individual shipments from soldiers’
relatives and friends. When the soldiers
are not writing letters or listening to
the graphophone, they are reading, Dom-
ino and checker tournaments are going
all the time with full entries. If the
quoits are all in use, any Y. M. C. A. sec-
retary ecan produce horseshoes as a good
substitute,

amd

Assailed by Grave Dangers,
Aside from the routine work and drill

the social life of the troops is pitifully
thin and inonotonous.

These young men

men parasites who
profit on the loneli-
ness of the soldiers,
their longing for en-
tertainment. Hard-
I¥ were the troops
established in their
camps  when  they
woere assailed by all
the  loose t{empta-
tions that designing
people throw
wiay., Sa-

could
in their
Loons,
hells,

plivees

gambing
and waorse
are  housed
in shacks or adobe
houses, striving for
the soldiers” money
and

them

willing to ruin
maorally
physically,

and

Counter Attractions
Provided,

In the Y. M. C.
A buildings
tures, talking ma-
chine concerts and
movies are some of
the counter
tions whieh offset £
the saloons, the D!
gambling dens and
dives,

A program of helpful religious meet-
ings is conducted and a folding organ
leads the old hymns which evervone can
sing.

attrac-

A never-failing barrel of ice water is
on tap—ever welcome in the awful heat.

Each association is a center of good
moral influence in the camp. They are
in charge of broad-minded, strong-heart-
ed, whole-gonled secretaries, who are
ready at all times to lend a hand or light-
en the burden of their friends in khaki.

Recreation While Off Duty—A Game of “Horseshoes,"

have been used to the diversion of their
work, the city streets and shops, the
eating places, the reecreation of the
beaches, the parks and country places,
of musie, reading or the neighborhood
movies,

In the lack of these diversions— lies
a great danger. An army always attracta
swarms of camp followers—men and wo-

Writing Letters at Y. M. C. A. Tent While on Hike,

Meets Approval of the Army Oflicers,

General Funston speaks in complimen-
tary terms of the efficiency of the Y. M.
C, A. work on the border. Newton D.
Baker, Secretary of War, savs: “From
every observer I heard commendations of
the most enthusiastic sort for the work
which the Y. M. C. A, is doing on the
border.™

“U am both filled with admiration
and gratitude for the sanity and en-
thusiasm with which your secretaries
iave  entered into this important
work."”

An army chaplain said: ““The as-
sociation has helped more than any-
thing else to hold the well disposed
men to their ideals and 1 believe
there is not a man in the regiment
who has not felt its restraining influ-
ence,™

A lievtenat-colonel remarked to a
secretary, “Another officer and myself
went by your building last night. We
remarked to one another what a won-
derful change had come over our men
since you Y. M. C. A. people opened
your building. You are filling a big
place in our camp, The men were 8o
uneasy before you came,"”
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How the Men Attend Eate

What the Men Think of

“You fellows are certainly do
derful work. Everywhere |
resulis of the good you are (

“My, this is place j
have out here for us,  \We ney
an opportunity te write out &
hike."

“The Y. M. C. A, is like
everywhere,"

“This little ¥, M. C. A
work during the storm t
saw, big or little."”

“Never had such a privileg
hefore,'

some

—"1 have belonged toa Y. M
I was 12 years old, but nover
would do such a work for us
der."”

“When I get back to
al — Street about the Y. ¥
what T think of it."

“This Y. M. C. A. saved §
was sick, lyving in the mud o8
night of the storm. A (riesd
and brought me here.”

“The Y. M. C. A,

“1 don't know what we Wols

out the Y. M. C. A. down
o loing §

is suroly®

he association is
work no one else could 10.”

One young fellow told me!
M. C. A. in his camp was hel#
keep straight. The Y. M. G
from going down street [or

A fellow in the Illinois '1
to me the other day: 7T ok

body is thinking of us dowd
stroeh

course his expression wa
he 1eally thought, but ¢ a0
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